FREEDOM'S BATTLE

tectorate." It has taken place against England and under an
Italo-German protectorate, and notwithstanding the Anglo-
French Agreement of 1904 wherein "the two Governments agreed,
in order to ensure a passage through the Straits of Gibraltar, not
to allow the erection of fortifications or strategic works on that part
of the Moroccan coast between Melilla and the heights dominating
the right bank of the Oued Sebou."

This was not the only infringement, however. By the Franco-
Spanish Agreement of 1912, Spain promised "not to give up,
under any circumstances, even temporarily, her rights in the whole
or part of the territory forming her zone of influence.9* The
undisturbed movement of German agents in Spanish Morocco
during the Spanish War, and the activity of German artillerymen
and technicians all along the coast of the Strait, were common
knowledge. At various times before and after the war, this
activity was responsible for a series of questions in the House of
Commons, to which the reply always was that "no information"
on the subject had been received. The special correspondent
in Burgos of the Japanese paper Nichi-Nichi^ however, had
the good fortune to receive this information perhaps because
his reports were to be published at a safe distance. In one of
his accounts, sent from Burgos in April, 1939, and passed by
the Franco censor, he described in great detail how "Italy and
Germany, in collaboration with Spain" (!) "had constructed near
Gibraltar a line of military bases placed zig-zag along both sides of
the Straits, Ceuta and Tarifa, Arzila and C&diz are included in
this line. The construction of the aerial bases of Lospapacio and
Villafrance has been undertaken by German engineers. Those in
C&diz, Malaga, Tetuan and Melilla are Italian. New forts are
being erected behind Gibraltar. They are almost completed and
are already fitted with batteries capable of bombarding the
interior of the British positions. In Ceuta and La Linea the work of
fortification is being proceeded with actively."

How far does all this justify the German and Italian contention,
that the new situation in Spain has entirely changed the
Mediterranean scene, beginning with Gibraltar? Once again J
prefer to leave the floor to so well-qualified an authority as